MODERN   ARCTIC   EXPLORATION
the winter with the minimum of food. Their natural
enemies are few. In defending themselves against the
Polar Wolf, they have learnt how to form a circle with
the calves and young ones in the middle. The bulls form
a ring round them with their horns outwards, ready to
put up a violent resistance to the approaching enemy.
It is a moving thing to see such a herd encountering
humans. Men can approach the peacefully grazing
beasts, which feel safe and at home in the Arctic sur-
roundings and at first show no fear of the newly-arrived
beings; then they grow uneasy and resort to their only
and hitherto unconquered manner of defence: they
form their circle. What good is that against a modern
rifle? Immovable they stand there, and see their com-
panions fall at their sides; but they meet death calmly.
They have no thought of flight. They give in to the
incomprehensible, to the enemy against whom the ex-
perience of generations has taught them no defence.
We cannot arrest civilisation. Man pays homage to
functionalism in the form he has himself created. The
preservation of nature is a question of financial policy,
and in no case can it ever produce anything but a sort of
zoological garden, a substitute for wild life. Modern
methods cannot run in double harness with the lovelier
functionalism of the undisturbed Arctic. Nevertheless
the biologists of our time should take the fullest advan-
tage of these methods in their research, so that we may
at any rate be in a position to leave to coming genera-
tions a complete and satisfactory picture of what once
was.
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